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Quarterly Webinar Series

Farm-to-School
Partnerships:
Expanding Market
Opportunities for
Farmers and Food
Producers

October 16th, 2024 | 3 PM -4 PM PST
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Webinar Logistics ﬁ]UD

BUSINESS CENTERS
SOUTHWEST

O

e All webinar materials, including the recording
and presentation, will be available on the
Center's website (www.swfoodbiz.org) and
shared with all'registered.

e \WWe encourage participants to turn their
cameras on and use the chat to ask questions,
share resources, and connect with other
participants.

e Thereis time for Q/A at the end of the webinar


http://www.swfoodbiz.org/

Tracy Celio
UC ANR

Tracy Celio is the program manager for the
Southwest Regional Food Business Center where
she oversees the center’s efforts. Her expertise is
In program management, community
engagement, training and program development.
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The Center’s Three Pillars

CAPACITY
BUILDING

We provide financial assistance
through business builder
subawards to support projects
focused on regional needs and
businesses that are looking to
expand

We ensure these sub-awards
support staff time, business
planning activities, software
implementations the purchase of
special purpose equipment, and
other related expenses
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TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE

We provide technical assistance
directly to small- and mid-sized
food and farm businesses, as well
as food value and supply chain
coordination

We will identify priority areas for
technical assistance through the
Center’s Business Builder
workgroup
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COORDINATION

We coordinate across geographic
areas with USDA, other federal,
state, colonias, and tribal agencies

We act as a regional hub for
sharing best practices and
relevant resources

We conduct outreach to
underserved communities and
businesses



Natalie McHale

Utah Department of G

Agriculture and Food
@

Drawing on her experience in youth education
and diverse roles within the Utah food sector,
Natalie brings her valuable skill sets to the Utah
Farm to School movement. With a passion for
network expansion, resource development, and

fostering collaboration, she is dedicated to
enhancing the Farm to School's impact on local
communities.



Claire Tauber
CAFF

Claire Tauber is the Farm to School Manager for
the Community Alliance with Family Farmers. Her
work revolves around supporting market access
and sales for small-scale, family, and sustainably
grown farms within school districts across
California. Born and raised in Sacramento, she got
her start in sustainable farming and food systems
as a farmer's market assistant for Riverdog Farm,
and holds a B.S. In Sustainable Agriculture from UC
Davis.

CAFF

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
with FAMILY FARMERS



Kari Kramer
USDA Food and Nutrition
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Kari has spent over the last decade working in
food systems as a culinary professional,
educator, and program manager. She started her
federal career as a program specialist in the
national school lunch program for the Western
region of Food and Nutrition Services at USDA.
She then branched over into the Farm to School
program where she currently works to provide
technical assistance on operations and food
policy with State agencies, grantees, and other
stakeholders.

USDA Food & Nutrition Service

S U S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE






S —

farm to Fork




Enrich the connection communities have with fresh, healthy food and local food producers by

changing food purchasing and education practices at schools and preschools.

Local Procurement

School Gardens

Education

Equip schools and youth
programs with the necessary
tools to incorporate local
ingredients into their menus.

School and community gardens
provide space for growing food,
educating people, and
connecting communities.

Teachers and caregivers are
empowered to integrate
food-based learning and

agriculture education in all
curriculum areas.




Farm to Fork Team - State Agency CGollab

Dani Perez
Utah State =) . . -
Board of Farm to School + Fresh Fruit & Veeggie Program (FFVP) Specialist
Education “| Utah State Board of Education (USBE), Child Nutrition Programs (CNP)
Email: danielle.perez@schools.utah.gov

i Natalie McHale
| Farm to School Marketing & Outreach Specialist
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF)
B Email: nmchale@utah.gov




What are our hig, long-term goals?

1. Make agriculture a universal part of the Utah education experience. Not
everyone needs to be a farmer, but everyone needs to know about farming. All
students from pre-K on should receive hands-on experience with the whole
food chain.

2. Increase market opportunities for small producers through education,
communication, and infrastructure.

We need a network to accomplish these goals!







Annual Promotions
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June - Squash Summer Hunger

October - Apple Crunch

November - Harvest Gratitude Day




Gulinary Workshops
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Movement Building Workshops

NORTHERN UTAH
REGION

TOOELE COUNTY
REGION

X
MOVEMENT
BUILDING

workshops

REGION

WEBER/MORGAN REGION
DAVIS COUNTY REGION

SALT LAKE REGION

UINTAH BASIN

GREATER REGION

PROVO
REGION

SOUTHEAST UTAH
REGION

SOUTH CENTRAL
REGION

SAN JUAN
REGION



USBE Farm to School Programs

Goals: The goals of the program are to improve school meal quality and
support Utah farmers, by increasing local food purchases and changing
schools’ procurement choices.

Enhanced Local Reimbursement

The Utah State Board of Education provides an extra per-meal
reimbursement for National School Lunch Program participants who spend a
higher percentage of their budget on Utah-grown food.

Local Food for Schools Cooperative Agreement - AKA The Local Beef
Project

A nationwide USDA program aimed at enhancing school meal programs.
Under the oversight of the Utah State Board of Education (USBE), they are
leveraging these funds to allocate over $1.9 million to schools, facilitating the
increased procurement of local beef and bison for school meal programs.




Ambassadors

AMBASSADORS

Virtual Network

m Utah Farm to Fork Q@ Search Welcome! O 0% {+ |
+ Create @ Welcome! + Create &3

A guide to what you'll find here in Utah Farm to Fork's virtual network!
4+, From the Mighty Team [

&, Members

& Updated 3w ago Visible Edit
Feed

) Evens Welcome to Farm to School
- B Connect - Utah Farm to Fork's
Wekome virtual network!

@\_) Chat Room



Thank you!
Natalie McHale
nmchale@utah.gov




USDA Patrick
Leahy Farm to
School Program

Presented by: Western Regional Office
Kari Kramer

October 16, 2024
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Farm to School Can
Be....

« Farm to Child Nutrition
(F2CN)

 Farm to School

 Farm to ECE or CACFP
 Farm to Summer

« Bay to Tray

« Garden to Cafeteria

 Beef to School/Bison to
School




History of Farm to School at
USDA

In 2010 the Farm to School Program was funded to:

1. Distribute grant funding to improve access to
local foods in schools.

2. Provide training and technical assistance to
improve access to local foods in schools.

3. Disseminate research and data on existing
programs and opportunities for expansion.

USDA Food and Nutrition Service USDA Patrick LEAHY
S S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE _ FARM tOSCHOOL




How We Work
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Farm to School Regional Specialists

Andrea Alma Sarah Elliott

Allison Bell Angela Rupchock-Schafer

Mountain Plains Regional Office Midwest Regional Office
(MPRO) (MWRO)

SM.fIn. MPRO .F2S@usda.gov SM.EN.MWFarmToSchool@usda.gov

Kristin Ricciardi
—— Northeast Regional

Office

(NERO)

SM.Fn.NE . F2S@us

Kari Kramer L Ao e T LS da.gov
Rylee Dizon — ¥ i :

Western Regional Office

(WRO)

SM.FN.WRO F2CNP@usda.gov

/ Tom Tognazzi

Nicole Zammit
Kelsey Porter

Mid-Atlantic Regional
office (MARO)
Chantal Beard / SM.FN.MA-
i Farm2CN@usda.gov
Kate Wheeler Lissa Ong
; : Bernadette Lorenzo
Southwest Regional Office ! }
(SWRO) Southeast Regional Office
(SERO)

SM.FN.SW-Schools@usda.gov

SM.in. SEROCFS@usda.gov

Patrick LEARY

USDA Food and Nutrition Service USDA FARM toSCHOOL
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SCENSUS

How SFAs fund farm to school

23% 18% 16% 14% 13%

School USDA Other State
supplemental or Farm to federal  government
funding for district School funding grants
farm to school funding Grants sources

USDA Food and Nutrition Service
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Farm to school participation

increased from 2019 to 2023

2019 2023
65% ofsFas 74%

did at least one
farm to school activity

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

These SFAs included 86,086 schools
and 45,661,333 students
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Technical Assistance

Procurement/Policy Resources
Bringing the Farm to School Trainings
Support of SA’s

Tool kits

Fact Sheets

USDA Food and Nutrition Service USDA PFAE(F!LVI:%OSCHOOL

’ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE _
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FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION
AND RESOURCES FOR THE
FARM TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY

S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

h the U.S. Food and Drug Administration [FDA)
r g the

ur State agency ma,

USDA Food and Nutrition Service
sl VS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Fact Sheets

USDA Food and Nutrition Service

DA Food and Nutrition Service
S U-S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AN OVERVIEW OF GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (4P

What are Good Agricutural Practices
(GAPs)?

Gaod Agricultural Practices,

There is no Federal requirement
for schools to purchase food
from farms that have a GAP

certification or other third-party

food safety certification.

on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDAI's Guide
1o Minimizing Microblal Food Safety Hazards for Fresh.
Produce GA dentify snd control pota

he main princip APs focus on water, manure and

municipal biosolids, worker health and hygiene, sanitary

acilities, field sanitation, packing facility sanitation,
 and traceback

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SCHOOL GARDENS

Using Gardens To Grow Healthy Habits In
Cafeterias, Classrooms, and Communities

HING GARDENS in Tennessee, aquaponics

n Montana, salad bars in New Mexico, garden- 1 et Montias; tha priwving Souten s oy

that doesn't stop the team from Farm to School
of Park County in Livingston, MT, from growing

curriculum in Guam...across the Nation schools

are growing gardens to food for child nutrition

programs, connect children to the € of their food,

and create hands-on interdisciplinary classrooms. O Tound. ) aciool et etent s e

an squaponics greenhouse, growing s nutrient
ecosystem that combines fish snd plants. The
students learn rich lessons in chemistry and
biology, as well as the business skills needed to
sell the fish to local restaurants.

Using School Garden Produce
in the Cafeteria

Space for Gardens in All Seas

https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/factsheets

GARDENS IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

TRIBAL COMMUNITIES are growing gardens of all
forms from medicinal gardens and small community
gardens to larger food production gardens to school
gardens. This fact sheet will primarily focus on tribal
school gardens. Tribal Nations are increasingly
leveraging school gardens as tools to preserve tribal
New York: Kanenhi:io & Akwesane Freedom School (AFS)
tanguage, a connection to the land, culture and a source

of food for child nutrition programs.

Introducing whole, traditional foods into student diets
can help children form
Research indicat
consume, and have

when they are given hands-on opportunities to plant

and harvest. School gardens offer an interac utdoor

classroom for engaging both elders and students in

Colorado: Montezuma Schoot to Farm Program

linking their past and future, and  broader educational

Montezuma Schaol to Farm program

The following are example: ibal schools grg

gardens to provide foad for child nutrition pr
connect children to the source of their foos

hands-on interdisciplinary learning exper

Arizona: Rooting Traditions to Today with
Throe Sisters

Patrick LEAHY
e ARMZ0SCHOOL
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Local Food for Schools Cooperative Agreement Pro
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$1.2 billion to support local food purchases
$500 million for NSLP/SBP
$200 million for CACFP




Grants

Competitive Grant
$14.3 million supporting 154 project in 2024!
 FY25 RFA coming this Fall!

« Three tracks:
» State Agencies
* Turnkey
* Implementation

State Formula Grant
» 4-year grant awarded in FY22
« Support State Agency efforts to implement
and expand farm to school activities

USDA Food and Nutrition Service
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Stay Connected!

)

News a dNt s from the Patrick Leahy Farm to School Program

"'“,V‘V
' I

* Delivered monthly, full of
updates, funding
opportunities, webinar info,
relevant news, and field
notes.

o Become one of our more than
180,000 subscribers!

USDA Food and Nutrition Service USDA Parrick LEaHY
S S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE _ FA%M&OSCHOOL
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The next webinar in the
series will take placed on
and will
focus on Institutional
Procurement!

Scan the QR code below to learn more
about the Southwest Center:

SCAN ME

Thank you!

—> Program Manager: Tracy Celio
tbcelio@ucanr.edu
(530) 236-/360

— Communications Lead: Grace

Kaufman
Grace.Kaufman@valleyvision.org

www.swfoodbiz.org info@swfoodbiz.org

USDA Non Discrimination Statement: bit.ly/USDAdisclosures
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